
Signature Campaign

The Time Has Come: Freedom for Abdullah Öcalan

Between 2013 and 2015, a staggering 10.3 million people worldwide signed 
the following statement:

I support the demand “Freedom for Abdullah Öcalan and the political 
prisoners in Turkey”. Öcalan’s freedom will mark a breakthrough for the 
democratization of Turkey and peace in Kurdistan.

More than five years later, this is still true.  

In 2015, after Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan ended several years of 
talks between the Turkish state, Abdullah Öcalan, and the PKK, he launched a 
new stage of aggressive and violent escalation in Turkey, Iraq, and Syria. In 
recent months Erdoğan waged war not only against the Kurds but all the 
neighbours of Turkey including Libya, Cyprus, the border with Greece and 
Nagorno-Karabakh/Artsakh.

Meanwhile, the people of North and East Syria, inspired by Öcalan and his 
prison writings, have transformed their land into a major bastion of peaceful 
coexistence and democracy despite Turkey’s constant and ongoing military 
attacks.

Öcalan’s ongoing incarceration and the inhumane isolation to which he 
remains subjected, the massive repression inside the Kurdish regions of Turkey 
and the attacks on North and East Syria are all aspects of the same overall 
approach taken by the Turkish state: to attack the forces of democracy and 
especially the Kurds by all means possible.

Unfortunately, international institutions have refrained from providing an 
adequate response to this deteriorating situation and the Council of Europe 
along with the European Court for Human Rights and the Committee against 
Torture (CPT) have all failed to guarantee even the most basic human rights 
for Abdullah Öcalan on İmralı Island. 

Abdullah Öcalan is the most important symbol of the struggle against the 
repression of freedom and democracy in Turkey and the wider Middle East. 
His firm stand for peaceful coexistence, his relentless efforts for a peaceful 
resolution of the conflict between the Kurds and the Turkish state have proven 
to be effective. This makes his freedom ever more important for all peace-loving 
people.

This is why we say: The Time Has Come—Freedom for Abdullah Öcalan!

Please support us with your signature and join the struggle for freedom, democracy 
and peace for the Kurds and all peoples of the Middle East.

Carry this message to your local councils, assemblies, trade unions, community 
organizations, parties and persuade them to join the worldwide chorus of voices 
for Öcalan’s freedom.

First Signatories in 1999

Mairead Corrigan-Maguire 
(Nobel Peace Prize, Ireland), 

Dario Fo (Nobel Prize in 
Literature, Italy), Adolfo 

Perez Esquivel (Nobel Peace 
Prize, Argentina), José 

Ramos-Horta (Nobel Peace 
Prize, East Timor), José 

Saramago (Nobel Prize in 
Literature, Portugal), Danielle 

Mitterrand (Foundation 
France Liberté, France), 

Ramsey Clark (form. Attorney 
General, USA), Uri Avnery 

(Gush Shalom, Israel), Noam 
Chomsky (Linguist, Publicist, 

MIT, USA), Alain Lipietz (MEP, 
France), Pedro Marset 

Campos (MEP, Spain), Lord 
Eric Avebury (House of Lords, 

UK), Harry Cohen (MP 
Labour, UK), Cynog Dafis (MP 
Plaid Cymru, Wales, UK), Lord 

Raymond Hylton (House of 
Lords, UK), Lord John 

Nicholas Rea (House of Lords, 
UK), Walid Jumblatt (Leader 

of the Progessive Socialist 
Party, Lebanon), Rudi Vis (MP 

Labour, UK) Paul Flynn (MP 
Labour, UK), Máiréad Keane 

(Sinn Fein, Northern Ireland), 
Domenico Gallo (form. 

Senator, Italy), Livio Pepino 
(Magistratura Democratica, 

Italien), Xabier Arzalluz 
(President PNV, Spain), Tony 
Benn (MP Labour, UK), Alain 

Calles (President MRAP, 
France), Gianna Nannini 

(Singer-songwriter, Italy), 
Geraldine Chaplin (Actress, 

Spain), David MacDowall 
(Writer, UK), Dietrich Kittner 

(Cabaret artist, Germany), 
Alice Walker (Writer, USA), 

Franca Rame (Writer and 
actress, Italy), Chris Kutschera 

(Writer, France), Prof. Dr. 
Jean Ziegler (MP and 

Publicist, Switzerland), Prof. 
Dr. Angela Davis (University 

of California, Santa Cruz, 
USA), Prof. Dr. Norman Paech 

(International Law, 
Germany), Prof. Dr. Werner 

Ruf (International Law, 
Germany), Prof. Dr. Gerhard 

Stuby (International Law, 
Germany), Hans Branscheidt 
(medico international, Ger-

many)
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